
Artist of all ages have a message to share in helping this epidemic that is affecting our community.

Experience OWNING UP, the new, powerful and moving multi-
media exhibit that tells the stories of HIV+ Millennials through 
portraits and stories in their own words about facing the HIV/ 
AIDS epidemic. On opening night, join us and enjoy the oppor-
tunity to meet some of the inspiring young people who are a 
part of this groundbreaking presentation. 

OPENING RECEPTION 
Friday, November 20, 2015 from 7-9PM 
World AIDS Museum and Education Center located at 
1201 NE 26th Street Suite 111
Wilton Manors, FL 33305

  Miami, FL , “Right from the tube”, Ferdie Pacheco 
says, we both then began to laugh and simultane-
ously then said together “Pure Color”. I immediately 
felt like I was visiting an Uncle whom I had not seen 
in a while. Often it is said that if you have a career 
outside of art, then the art is secondary. This is far 
from the truth for Pacheco. It seems as though the 
art is the thread that has sewn through his prolific 
career as: a medical doctor, author of over 20 books, 
Boxing Consultant,and Commentator for NBC, win-
ning Emmys and an array of awards. Many may also 
remember from thier youth that Pacheco was known 
as, “The Fight Doctor” serving as a corner man for 
twelve world champions, including Muhammad Ali 
for seventeen years.

    Art started very young and grew very humorous-
ly for Pacheco. The following quote from his Silver 
Screen Artist Biography sums up the beginning of 
Pacheco’s art life as: 

   “Like other exceptionally creative individuals, Pa-
checo showed precocity in childhood where he be-
gan drawing and painting at the age of five. Pache-
co realized that he wanted to become a doctor and 
began assisting in surgery. Through medicine, he 
studied the human form, which in return gave his art 
anatomical integrity.”

    It is this anatomical integrity that makes the sig-
nature of a Pacheco. He utilizes the muscles in his 
subjects to assist in defining the character. Intense 
pure color created with oil is applied to these muscu-
lar structures and draws the viewer in to get to know 
and question the story behind his art.

    Pacheco stated, “I am a narrative painter, I paint 
stories”, and he had many stories to share during the 
interview.  Before little Havana in Miami was what it is 
today, Pacheco practiced medicine and lived there. 
He charged 5 dollars for a visit and found humor in 
his ghetto existence. He would create cartoons to 
share with his colleagues on the most humorous 
situations in his medical practice. Delivering babies 
for next to no money in a promise for return check 
ups throughout their lifetimes. He doesn’t know how 
many babies he delivered and has not a full count 
on how much art he has produced simultaneous 
throughout his life. He is a great lover of jazz and 
when a subject appears he sets out to capture the 
moment.

     What’s the story of this art career? It mirrors the 
rest of his life, as big, bold and duly noted. His paint-
ings are in the collections of many leading person-
alities and celebrities such as Andy Garcia, Evander 
Holyfield, and Shirley MacLaine, to name a few.   His 
skills earned him the Gold Medal and First Prize in 
Tonneins, France: First Prize, Best Colorist at Musee 
Du Luxembourg. His painting of Gandhi is a U.N. 
Postage Stamp, unveiled in 2009 at the United Na-
tions on the International Nonviolence Day which is 
Gandhi’s birthday.
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   When you meet a legend there are always some 
gold nuggets given to you along the course of the 
conversation. We talked a little about boxing, a lot 
about art and much about life. Jack Dempsey’s 1 2 
3 punch is forever in my heart. Barely scratched the 
surface getting to know the movement uniquely ex-
pressed in his art.  His voice ever remains echoed in 
my mind from his days as a boxing announcer giving 
us blow-by-blow account and that afternoon that he 
shared snippets from life. He is enamored with nature 
and the beauty that is created from nature. He com-
mented on the lushness of color in nature and how 
patterns repeat themselves from on leaf to another. 

   It was at the Ft. Lauderdale ArtBlend Gallery where 
I witnessed my first Pacheco paintings, there were 
Muhammad Ali, Gandhi, and Einstein.

   Painting remains his passion and his popularity is 
fast spreading to other countries within the Art World. 
If you would like to meet Mr. Pacheco he will be one 
of featured silver screen guest artist at ArtBlend in 
January 2016.

For more information visit: http://silverscreenartists.
com/events/

I asked his advice for the readers 
who are artists. He said, “If you 
have a job, keep a job, it will help 
you to keep painting. “ and then I 
asked him what is the big picture? 
He replied it is “See what you want 
to do. It is in your heat and your 
head before it is in the hand. Make 
the little picture in your head be-
fore you realize it on the canvas” 
- Ferdie Pacheco

http://www.yvettemichele.com

